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tion. Training colleges for teachers were to be estab-
lished, as well as evening classes and scholarships for
deserving and needy students. It is especially signifi-
cant that Fethi laid emphasis upon the equal importance
which would be paid to the education of girls as well as
of boys. The army and navy were to be reduced to the
lowest possible limits, the police strengthened, and
brigandage suppressed. This latter evil of brigandage
is a most distressing one. Unless something can be done
to suppress the formation of bands of political brigands
such as those at present around Smyrna, the peasant will
find great difficulty in developing his land and the eco-
nomic advantage resulting from such development upon
which the government is depending to make up the
adverse trade balance of the country, will be impossible.
Such an idealistic and yet at the same time sensible
program as that presented by Fethi Bey makes one hope
for great results. Because of the peculiar nature of
the form of government of the country, the execution of
such a program depends in great part upon the quality of
men represented in the Assembly. In the minds of many
the Angora Assembly seems but a handful of illiterate
peasants, wholly unqualified to deal with the situation.
It is exceedingly interesting therefore to read the sum-
mary recently made by the Yeni-Gun of Angora relative
to the personnel of the Assembly brought into office by
the fall election of 1923. According to this summary,
the Assembly contains 56 officers, 17 pashas, 21 valis, 25
men of religion, 15 doctors, 9 financiers, 10 jurists, 14
business men, 46 notables, 4 poets, 14 journalists, 3 am-
bassadors and a number of other men of different call-
ings. Such a group would seem to include a high propor-
tion of educated men. Each new member of the original
National Assembly, as he took his place as a member of
that historic body, read out loud, in the hearing of his
fellows, the following oath: